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MCPI MISSION STATEMENT: The Michigan Council of Professional Investigators (MCPI) is an organizational network
of investigators from across the State of Michigan founded on integrity, professionalism and high industry standards.
Our organization will strive to provide investigators with education, legislative support, business opportunities, and
synergistic forums to gather and exchange ideas. The MCPI members maintain the highest standard of ethics and
confidentiality to promote trust and support amongst our clients and colleagues.

Thank You to our Vendor Sponsor!

MCPI P2

President’s Message
Jerry Hardesty

As I write this, we are beginning December 2018 and looking forward to 2019. Your MCPI Board of Directors want to wish everyone a
happy and healthy Christmas and Holiday season. As mentioned in our summer letter we continue to add more members to MCPI every
month. The listserv is getting more traffic than ever before and is a great way for members to communicate knowledge gained over the
course of their career and to give a hand up to those looking to learn. It seems all our members understand this and even enjoy the
postings. We just went through board elections and your Board of Directors appreciates the continued support from the membership.
Moving forward I think a lot of changes will continue to affect our industry. Privacy rights are a big topic and laws are being passed in
other States and Countries which could have an impact on how we are able to access information in the future. Also, it seems Michigan
Professional Investigators client privilege is under constant attack either from the State Attorney General’s office or different court cases
across the state. It’s important to remember if your client-privilege is challenged, our association has assisted and been involved in several
cases lately. MCPI is here to assist and provide support any way we can. It is important you educate your attorneys, but work under their
privilege umbrella as much as possible to avoid the issue. The MCPI calendar for 2019 will be out shortly and we have exciting events
planned, so keep logging onto the website MCPIhome.com, and keep active on the listserv.

2018/2019 MCPI BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Jerry Hardesty
Hardesty Private Investigations
800-595-0830
hardesty@hardestyPI.com

TREASURER
Jane Boudreau
Jane Doe Investigations, Inc
800-621-7445
jane@janedoeinvestigations.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Steve Crane
ACS Professional Investigations
248-363-1360
steve@acsinvestigations.com

SECRETARY
Cheri Gelnak
CG Miller Investigations, LLC
734-812-9055
cgelnak@twmi.rr.com

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE
Katherine Johnston
Mackinac Partners, LLC
248-258-6900
kjohnston@mackinacpartners.com
Michael Cook
Signature Investigations Group
616-466-4274
mcook@signatureinvestigations.com

SARGEANT AT ARMS
James Dean Schoenherr
Recon Management Group, LLC
248-540-0160
jim@reconmgmt.com

PAST PRESIDENT
Linda Ann Milam
Milam Investigations
248-866-1196
lmilam@ameritech.net

MCPI COMMITTEES
UAC
Chair: Jim Schoenherr, Sgt-at-Arm
LEGISLATIVE
Chair: Candace Ivey
Jerry Hardesty
OPENING
FINANCE
Chair: Jerry Hardesty
Jane Boudreau
Steve Crane
Cheri Gelnak

CEU
Chair: OPENING
Mike Cook: Committee liaison

WEBSITE
Chair: Katherine Johnston
Sue Hardesty

AWARD & SCHOLARSHIP
Chair: Cheri Gelnak
Candace Ivey
Jim Kelly

SPONSORS
Chair: Mike Cook

EDUCATION
Chair: Jerry Hardesty
Tom Williams
PROGRAM/EVENTS
Chair: Jerry Hardesty
Cheri Gelnak
Katherine Johnston
Sue Hardesty

NEWSLETTER
Chair: Cheri Gelnak
Katherine Johnston
MEMBERSHIP
Chair: Jerry Hardesty
Cheri Gelnak
Katherine Johnston

USEFUL RESOURCES
El Dorado Insurance Agency
Open Source Intelligence (OSINT) Techniques by Michael Bazzell
Open Source Intelligence (OSINT) Training Webinars and Materials by Kirby Plessas
Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (ACFE) Events & Training Materials
Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) License Verification
True People Search
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Featured Sleuth

CHRIS JOSEPH VANCOMPERNOLLE
By Russ Rheaume
Chris Joseph VanCompernolle of BGI is our current Featured Sleuth. Chris was born in Kansas City,
MO. He graduated from West Holland High School in Holland, MI. After working a few years, Chris
attended Grand Rapids Community College, Police Academy. He graduated in 1991 and spent 25 years
partially for the City of Zeeland Policy Department and finally for the Pokagon Band of Pottawatomie
Indians Tribal Police. We were State Law Enforcement Officers and carried Federal Commissions with
Bureau of Indian Affairs. He retired as the Director of the Bands.
In November of 2014, Chris obtained his Professional Investigators license and opened BGI Associates.
BGI is a Federal Law Enforcement acronym for ‘background investigations”. He specializes in entry and
executive level background investigations and at the same time he is a live scan fingerprint provider
for the Michigan State Police. Chris receives assignments from law firms and private corporations,
performing all types of investigations. He has a team of investigators and Chris runs his agency as he
did at the Police Department. This includes GPS tracking, executive protection, infidelity investigations,
video forensics, cellular forensics, computer forensics, surveillance, etc.
Chris’ hobbies include international travel taking at least three trips a year. His two favorite places are Paris, France and South East Asia.
He speaks fluently in Khmer, the Cambodian language. Chris has two children: Michelle age 25 currently getting her PhD. in Environmental
Science from the Indiana University and Wesley Age 26 works full time as a computer programmer for a local corporation.
BGI Associates LLC is located at 400 South State Street, Suite 130, Zeeland, MI 49464, phone:616-239-1040, Cell: 616-820-9666, E-mail:
chris@bgiassociates.com and website: www.bgiassociates.com.
Chris is definitely an asset to our Association.

Good Book
“Intentional Living Choosing a Life That Matters”
By John C. Maxwell
Every person wants his or her life to matter,
achieve significance or create a lasting legacy.

MCPI Fall Meeting 2018

Left: Candace Ivey & Tim Gilbert with NCISS
Below left: Bob Krawczyk, CPA, CFE, Managing
Director with Mackinac Partners’ Corporate
Fraud and Forensic Group Presented: Fraud
Within Troubled Companies, case studies and
investigative strategies
Below right: Marla McCowan, Attorney, Director
of Training & Tanya Grillo, Attorney, Regional
Manager. Both women represented the
Michigan Indigent Defense Commission – and
provided and overview of the commission with
opportunities for PIs.

Instructions to view the speaker presentation material from the MCPI Annual Membership & Training meeting held October 10, 2018.
Login at www.mcpihome.com; (2) click “EVENTS”; (3) click the event listed under 10/10/2018; (4) scroll down to “DOCUMENTS”
and click whichever document you wish to view/download.

MCPI Fall Meeting 2018

Williams Kucyk, Owner/Action Impact Presented:
Complex Investigation & Interviewing Techniques

MCPI Fall Meeting 2018

Steve Miller, G & S Private Investigations
Presented: Marijuana in Michigan & Opportunities for PIs

Candace Ivey, Owner/Brooks Investigations & MCPI
Legislative Chair Presented: PI Industry Legislative Update

MCPI P8

Personal Review of the Forensic Testimonial
Evidence Recovery (FTER) Course
By Yada Phillips

The views set forth below are those of the author, Yada Phillips, and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Michigan Council of Professional Investigators (MCPI).

Investigators wear many hats when trying to gather information and facts for a client. Criminal defense cases have their
own unique spin and may require different levels of knowledge and training to successfully and efficiently gather all
evidence for a case. At Brandon Perron’s Forensic Testimonial Evidence Recovery (FTER) course, you gain the requisite
knowledge and abilities to enhance your investigative interview process by elevating your understanding of testimonial
evidence as it relates to case analysis, evaluation, recovery and documentation.
The FTER course component provides tools for case management, forensic review and analysis of testimonial evidence,
allowing the investigator to use the component method as a reference guide as part of a preliminary or comprehensive
plan. The different types of methods allow the investigator to have control of each case and to ensure they are not missing
any facts or critical information that were given during an interview.
This course offers so many different components that will allow you to be unique and creative in your investigative
efforts. I found that this class allowed me to look at different techniques that will enhance my interviewing skills when
dealing with any criminal defense case. Additionally, Brandon’s unique structure and method of teaching prepares any
investigator for testimony as an expert on criminal defense cases.
During this training, Brandon touches on many key points that will help you enhance the knowledge you already have by
ensuring you have full control of the cases you handle. One point that was stressed is that investigators must ensure that
all interviews are properly documented with the correct timeline, as well as inclusive of highlighted key items discerned
during the course of investigative interviews. Brandon takes you through different components to ensure any information
you may have obtained does not get lost or forgotten—he states, “All information could be key points in any case, so
keep an open mind about all information you receive and who you receive it from.”
I absolutely loved the training and the approach that Brandon takes to deliver this knowledge. This in-depth training
gives you a better way to look at how you analyze, evaluate, recover and document each case. Brandon’s personality
and method of teaching will keep you engaged and asking questions throughout the entire training. Taking this training
not only gave me more knowledge on how to handle my criminal defense cases, it will also help my clients trust me as
an expert. If you have not yet taken FTER and became certified, you are missing out on a certification that will certainly
take you one-step above in your PI career.
Information provided by Yada Phillips, Professional Investigator (PI); yphillips@ppicfirm.com; (734) 788-3819 (Cell).

